
 

Please also see our school website which is updated regularly with any 
news, stories to share and copies of letters sent home:  

www.stmaryscpa.co.uk 
 

Diary Dates    
  

Book Fair in School 
Tues 3rd—Fri 6th Dec 

 
Non-Uniform Day 

 Thurs 5th Dec  
 

Christmas Fayre 
Fri 6th Dec 3.30pm—5pm 

 
Family Learning Assembly 

Mon 9th Dec 
2pm-EYFS/ KS1 

2.40pm-KS2 
 

Nursery & Reception  
Concert 

Tues 10th Dec 9.30am & 
2.30pm 

 
KS1 Nativity Play 

Thurs 12th Dec-1.45pm &     
Fri 13th Dec-9.30am 

 
School Parish Mass 

 Sun 15th Dec - 10.30am 
Years 6 & 1 to lead 

 
Christmas Lunch  

Mon 16th Dec 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 
Mon 16th Dec—bring £1 

 
KS2 Carol Service 

Mon 16th Dec-7pm in church 
 

ABC Day 
Weds 18th Dec 

 
Rewards Afternoon 

Thurs 19th Dec 
 

Break Up for Christmas 
Friday 20th Dec-1.30pm 

Children can wear Christmas 
jumpers again on this date-free 

of charge 
 

Spring Term Starts 
Mon 6th Jan-8.40am 

 

 

 

 

Be Dressed for Winter 

Now that the winter months have arrived, it is 
important that children are dressed           

appropriately. At St. Mary’s we believe that 
playing outdoors has huge benefits for young 
children’s learning and development. Not only 

is it great for your child’s physical             
development, they also learn how to get on 

with others and manage their feelings.     
Children also tend to develop a more positive 

attitude to their learning when they have  
regular breaks outdoors; usually more active, 

absorbed and involved, and they see a    
purpose in what they are doing. If it rains or 
the temperature drops below zero, staff may 

take the decision to keep children inside. 
Wherever possible it is preferred that all  

children enjoy fresh air and exercise. Please 
can you send your child to school in a thick 

winter coat and if possible, a hat, gloves and 
scarf. Make sure all items are labelled.  

 
Bambinelli Sunday 

Tradition follows that the third Sunday of 
Advent (Gaudete Sunday) is Bambinelli 
Sunday and this is when all the children 

take their figure of the baby Jesus (known 
in Italy as Bambinelli) from their Nativity 

scenes to St. Peter’s Square to be blessed 
by the Pope. Each child will make a      

Bambinelli in school which will be blessed 
by Fr. Goodman before the end of the 

term. They will then bring them home for 
you to enjoy.  

Reception Class 2020 
 

The closing date for            
applications for places in    

Reception class for Sept 2020 
is 15th January 2020. All   
applications need to be      

completed  online and all   
parents need to apply; there is 

no automatic transfer from 
Nursery to Reception. 

If you need help making your 
application, please do not  

hesitate to contact the main 
school office.  

All applicants need to also 
complete a Supplementary 
Information form which is 

available from the office. If 
your child is a baptised     

Catholic, please ensure that 
we have a copy of their     

Baptism certificate. 

Children in Need 

Many thanks to everyone who dressed in spots 

and stripes to raise money for Children in Need. 

We raised an amazing £450. 

Christmas Cards 

The Christmas post boxes will be out in 
the KS1 and KS2 corridors from Monday 
2nd December. Please could you write 

the child's name and class on each    
envelope otherwise it is impossible to 

give them out. We can only give out class 
lists with first names for GDPR reasons.   

The Sun  
 

We have registered for The 
Sun Books for School Project. 

We need to collect 3500     
tokens in order to get a free 

pack of 106 books worth over 
£600.Tokens will be printed in 
newspapers every day until 

Saturday 18th January. 
Please send in tokens to your 

child’s class. 
 
 



St Mary’s  
Facebook 

We have a Facebook page! Please ‘like’ 
our page to follow us to find out about 
recent news and events. Along with our 
website, we hope you will find this useful.  

WELL DONE TO OUR  

SUPERSTARS! 

Attendance 
 

The class with the highest attendance will be  
rewarded with 15 minutes 

extra break-time. 
R Nelson— 96.% 
R Fleming— 93.9% 
1 Austen— 95.8% 
1 Nightingale— 95.9% 
2 Shackleton— 95.2% 
2 Dickens— 98.2% 
3 Newton— 98.1% 
3 Brunel— 96.5% 
4 Seacole— 96.2% 
4 Elgar— 97.7% 
5 Hawking— 95.8% 
5 Pankhurst— 94.8% 

St Mary’s Safeguarding 
Please inform a member of our staff if you have a safeguarding concern. The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) at St Mary’s is Mrs Minihane. 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads are Mrs Smith and Mrs Mulrooney. The designated safeguarding  Academy Committee                  
representatives are Mrs Margaret Casey and Mrs Kath Gandy and they can be contacted via our school office. 

Catholic Fact-Advent 
 

Advent marks the start of the liturgical year. It is the four 
weeks before Christmas, beginning on November 30 or 
the nearest Sunday to it. This is the Church's New Year's 
Day. The word Advent comes from the Latin 'adventus' 
which means 'arrival' or 'coming'. This is the time for  
Christians to prepare for celebration of the birth of Jesus 
and look forward to the time that Jesus will come again. 
During Advent no flowers decorate churches, but it is 
usual to have an Advent Wreath. These are made from a 
circle of evergreen plants like holly and ivy which       
symbolises God with no beginning or end. The evergreen 
is a reminder that God does not change. The holly is also 
a symbol of the crown of thorns that Jesus wore when he 
was crucified. Four candles (3 purple and one pink) are 
fixed round the circle with a white one in the middle.  
The meaning of the candles are: 
1.Hope 2. Love 3. Joy 4. Peace  5. The birth of Jesus 
 

Well done to 2 Dickens 

and 3 Newton 

Our aim is 95% 

attendance or 

more. 

             Catholic Pupil Profile—Virtues 

Reception: Maya and Alexis 

Year 1: Jeevan and Myles 

Year 2: Emmanuel and Zeecko 

Year 3: Lily and Sophia 

Year 4: Ashwin and Chloe 

Year 5: Nathan and Olivier 

Year 6: Omed and Chloe 

Excellent Work 

Reception: Nelson and Prabhnoor 

Year 1: Zuzanna and Zuzanna 

Year 2: Ted and Isabella 

Year 3: Jan and Nana 

Year 4: Manuela and Joshiv 

Year 5: Magdalena and Alesha 

Year 6: Olivia and  Logan 

Messages from the Office 

The deadline for ordering a Christmas lunch is Friday 
6th December. Orders will not be accepted after this 
date due to food having to be ordered in advance. 

The deadline for Spring term activity clubs is Friday 
6th December. All payment must be made via 

Parentpay. 

If your child would like milk next term, letters should 
be returned by Friday 13th December and £12 paid 

via Parentpay. 

If your child would like to change their meal           
preferences for Spring term, please inform the office 

by Friday 10th January 2020.  

Year 2 children will be going to Kingswood on 22nd 
January. Full payment needs to be paid by Friday 

13th December. 

Multi-Faith Fact—Buddhism 
 

Buddhism is a religion founded 
by Siddhartha Gautama. It teaches people 

how to end their suffering by cutting 
out greed, hatred and ignorance. When     
people do bad things, they will get bad      

consequences. When people do good things, 
they will get good consequences. Good and 

bad things do not cancel out.  
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