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  Friday 15th May 2020 

COVID-19: Partial re-opening of school 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you all continue to be safe and well. 

 

I am writing to you regarding the possibility of school re-opening from 1st June for 

Reception, Y1 and Y6 children – this is on the condition of the government deciding if it is 

safe to do so. We will remain closed for all children in Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5 but we will 

continue to open for children of critical key workers and vulnerable children (with a social 

worker or an EHCP). 

 

Since the announcement by Boris Johnson on Sunday, and as I am sure you have heard 

in the media during the last few days, there have been delays regarding clarification from 

the government for schools but we are now receiving daily updated guidance from the 

Department for Education.  I also have a meeting with the Wolverhampton Local Authority 

later today and the outcome of this meeting may affect our current plans. 

 

We have spent much of this week putting possible plans in place for the partial re-opening 

of school and the safety of our children and staff is our first priority. Due to our stringent 

social distancing measures in school and the size and number of our classrooms, we will 

be operating a rota system for the children in Reception, Y1 and Y6 from 1st June. Children 

will not be in school every day. In the first instance, we will not be opening to nursery 

children until we can ensure we are able to maintain all safety measures to keep our 

children and staff safe at all times and that the other children are settled. 

 

We will be contacting all parents of children in Reception, Y1 and Y6 from Monday18th 

May by telephone (this will be from a withheld number so please do answer). This is to find 

out if you will be sending your child back to school from 1st June and to give you more 

information about the rota system. We will then send another letter out before the end of 

next week with precise details of expectations, social distancing measures and the daily 

routine. Please also be aware that there will be staggered start and finish times to the 

school day to ensure social distancing can be safely adhered to. There will be no breakfast 
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club or after school club and there is no guarantee your child will be taught by their normal 

class teacher. 

 

We will continue to provide home learning on our school website and this will be updated 

each week – I will also continue to write to our whole school community weekly to keep 

everyone informed of any new guidance or changes. 

 

St Mary’s will be closed for May half-term to enable us to deep clean school before new 

children arrive from 1st June. Many areas of school have been zoned and closed off since 

20th March so we must ensure all classrooms, corridors and toilets are cleaned and safe 

for everyone. 

 

As Principal of St Mary’s, our school and especially our children are at the heart of all my 

decisions and I want to make sure our children, staff and you, as parents, are safe during 

this unprecedented time. The choices you make as parents (and I also have to make this 

choice as a parent of a Y1 child) about sending your child back to school will be personal 

to you and based on your individual circumstances. Please be assured that sending your 

child back to school from 1st June is a choice and there will be no prosecution regarding 

non-attendance. 

 

To help with our planning process, if your child is in Reception, Y1 or Y6 and you know 

you are NOT sending your child back to school from 1st June, we would really appreciate if 

you could email school to let us know so we can remove your child from our rota list. Our 

school email address is: stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

 

Please remember, if you or your child falls ill and you want to know what to do next, please 

use NHS 111 online: www.111.nhs.uk 

 

If you have any concerns about the safeguarding of a child, please contact: 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) – 01902 555 392 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) Out of Hours – 01902 552 999 

 St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy (8.45am to 3.00pm) – 01902 308870 

  

I can’t thank you all enough for your continued support. This week has been extremely 

difficult for us all in education due to the lack of clarity and changing guidance daily, but 

please be reassured that we cannot wait to have our whole St Mary’s family back together, 

once the risk for everyone has gone. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mrs V Minihane 

Principal 

 

mailto:stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
http://www.111.nhs.uk/

