
St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy 

Cannock Road, Wolverhampton, WV10 8PG 

Principal: Mrs V Minihane 

 

Telephone: 01902 308870 

Email: stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

 

www.stmaryscpa.co.uk 

 

 

 
Part of St Francis and St Clare Catholic Multi Academy, 

a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 08578428) 

 
 

  Monday 20th April 2020 

 

COVID-19: Updates and guidance for parents 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you had an enjoyable Easter at home and I pray that this update finds you and your 

loved ones safe and well.  

 

We know that the current situation is still very difficult bringing many new challenges and 

worries to all of us. We have all had to find new ways of coping and the staff and I know 

how concerned you are about your children’s health and their education. We urge you not 

to try to replicate all that the children would be doing in school as this current situation is 

far from normal. The government have updated advice to parents and there are many new 

resources available on our school website. Links to the government advice and on-line 

resources are included in the second half of this letter. 

 

During times like this, moments of joy really do make our day. All staff at St Mary’s would 

like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has either emailed us or posted messages 

on our Facebook page with your support and also wonderful photos and videos of your 

children – we miss them all terribly. We all came into this profession to work with children - 

to not see their faces every day has been very difficult and strange for us all. However, 

new rainbows being added to our fence each day is just beautiful to see. I was so proud 

when I received an email from Wolverhampton City Council asking for permission for our 

large rainbow to be used as the backdrop for their home page of their website! Please take 

a look below: 
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We also seem to have become famous for other reasons – famous for our staff videos! A 

huge well done to Team A, Team D and now Team C for their brilliant videos. We have all 

loved making you all smile and we thoroughly enjoyed making them. Team B have a lot to 

work on if they want to make sure theirs are the same standard – watch this space!! 

 

Reception Places for September: 

Across the country last week, all parents were informed of their child’s reception place for 

September. We have had a record number of children apply for 60 places at St Mary’s and 

therefore, we have a large waiting list – we are proud to have an excellent reputation in our 

local area.  

 

As we are unsure of when children will return to school, we are unable to set any dates for 

transition/induction at the moment for our new reception starters, but I will be sending them 

a welcome letter this week and will be inviting them to join our Facebook page. 

 

Y6/Y7 Transition: 

We are currently in communication with our feeder secondary schools regarding transition 

or information regarding our pupils. Secondary schools will be in contact with our children 

as soon as they have clear processes regarding induction in the event of schools not 

returning before the end of the academic year. 

 

End of Year Reports: 

We will be writing end of year reports for our children, even in the event of not returning 

back to school this academic year. These reports will not be the same length and depth as 

previous final reports but they will hopefully provide some recognition of the work and 

achievements of your child this year. These will be posted to all families (if we are not back 

in school) towards the end of July. 

 

Essential critical childcare: 

Due to limited staff numbers across our MAC, we are continuing to care for children from 

two other MAC schools. Our ‘four team structure’ remains in place and we continue to 

have a rota of staff from other sites to care for their own pupils at St Mary’s. Our strict 

deep-cleaning schedule is crucial and all staff are working so hard to reduce any risk in 

school to both children and adults. If any key workers require childcare, we are contacting 

employers and asking for shift rotas so we can staff accordingly and also ensure children 

are only on site when it is the last resort to keep our whole school community safe. 

 

Free School Meal Vouchers: 

We know there has been much confusion about who is entitled to the Free School Meal 

Vouchers. The government funded ‘Universal Infant Free School Meals’ is for all children 

in Reception, Year One and Year Two who can receive a universal infant free school meal 

(UIFSM) every day, regardless of family income or employment status. These UIFSMs are 

different to the ‘FREE School Meals’ (FSM) given to children whose parents were 

unemployed or in receipt of specific benefits. 
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It is only families in receipt of Universal Credit who are currently entitled to the meal 

vouchers - this is a government decision and not a school decision. Families who are in 

receipt of Working Tax Credits do not qualify for vouchers. 

 

You must have a current valid FSM claim in order to be issued supermarket vouchers.  If 

your employment status has changed or if you no longer receive working tax credits and 

are now on universal credit, you can make an application for Free School Meals by 

providing us with parents’ dates of birth and National Insurance or your Asylum Seeker 

Register number and e-mail address to us (please email 

stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk). We then provide this information to the 

Council who will check and either confirm or reject your claim. Vouchers cannot be issued 

by school until the council confirm your application and they will only be valid from the date 

the council confirms the claim. 

 

Refunds: 

Our finance team have been working hard trying to process refunds via ParentPay.  We 

can only apologise for the delay with some of these payments.  This is due to a backlog 

with ParentPay, who have changed their refund process due to the increased demand as 

all schools across the country try and simultaneously process refunds for their parents.  

Please be assured that we are doing our best to refund the Pioneer Centre payments and 

hope that they will be processed by the end of this week.  Those parents who paid in cash 

via PayPoint will have already been contacted, as these refunds will be via BACS directly 

into their account.  As soon as we have a date for when the BACS payments will be made 

we will contact these parents directly. 

 

Home Learning: 

We’ve updated the website for this week- these can be found in the ‘Children’ tab on the 

homepage, click on ‘Classwork – Handouts’ and look for the date of ‘16 April 2020’ as 

these will be the latest resources. These activities will continue to be updated weekly. 

The government have also issued online resources and information for parents – please 

see the links below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#closures-of-

schools-childcare-and-other-educational-settings 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-

resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education 

 

Internet Safety: 

Although the internet has been invaluable to us all during the last few months, please do 

remember to talk to your children about internet safety. An excellent education programme 

called ‘Thinkuknow’ offers lots of advice about staying safe when you’re on a phone, tablet 

or computer. Please visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk to find out more. There are unfortunately 

many scams targeting families who are struggling at this time and sadly and worryingly, 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#closures-of-schools-childcare-and-other-educational-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#closures-of-schools-childcare-and-other-educational-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#closures-of-schools-childcare-and-other-educational-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-online-education-resources-for-home-education
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


 

 
Part of St Francis and St Clare Catholic Multi Academy, 

a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 08578428) 

some people are on-line who are especially looking to exploit children. Please remind your 

children not to disclose any personal information in any situation on-line and not to upload 

any pictures or videos - especially personal images.  

 

Mass and Services: 

You will also be able to view the parish newsletter where Fr has listed a range of 

resources/ideas to help us maintain our daily prayers and devotion. 

Please follow this link to access the live stream: 

http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php 

 

Ten:Ten are a published on-line resource provider endorsed for use in our Catholic 

Schools by the Bishop’s Conference and Archdiocese of Birmingham. You can access the 

free resources available by following the links below: 

Sunday liturgies: 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/sunday-liturgy-for-families 

Daily prayers for home: 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/daily-prayers-for-home 

15 Prayers during school closure: 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/15-prayers/ 

 

We are also very happy to share the following link which gives you access to ‘One Life 

Music’: They are also endorsed and supported by the Archdiocese of Birmingham and are 

very uplifting to all who join in! The children will recognise many of the hymns – the daily 

songs are free for all to view and join in: 

https://youtu.be/c9oohwnp-tY 

 

 

Communication: 

I will continue to write to our parents weekly with any updates and guidance. If you do not 

follow us on Facebook, I strongly recommend that you consider adding us. We are 

updating our Facebook page many times throughout the day with suggestions for home 

learning, photos and videos of what we are doing in school and, most importantly, we are 

uploading photos of the amazing work our children have been doing at home. This is a 

great way to stay in touch. If you would like us to share any photos or messages on our 

Facebook page, please email them to: stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

We will assume consent to upload images once you email them to school – please make 

sure you have consent from anyone else in the photos.  

 

We will also be continuing to write our ‘special edition’ newsletters and will upload them 

onto our website. We hope children have enjoyed reading messages from their teachers! 

 

Social distancing: 

As your children remain at home, it is important to remember that the closure of schools is 

not a normal holiday period, your children should not be gathering to play in each other’s 

http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/sunday-liturgy-for-families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/daily-prayers-for-home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/15-prayers/
https://youtu.be/c9oohwnp-tY
mailto:stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
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homes or gardens and nor should they be going out to play in groups at parks etc. If you 

do need to leave your home to go shopping or collect medicines, children and adults need 

to stay a safe distance apart from each other, the guidance is to stay at least 2 metres 

apart. Good hand washing is also recommended, thorough and regularly throughout the 

day. All of these actions will help us to fight this threat together.  

 

Please remember, if you or your child falls ill and you want to know what to do next, please 

use NHS 111 online: www.111.nhs.uk 

 

If you have any concerns about the safeguarding of a child, please contact: 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) – 01902 555 392 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) Out of Hours – 01902 552 999 

 St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy (8.45am to 3.00pm) – 01902 308870 

  

Please stay safe everyone – our thoughts and prayers continue to be with our whole 

school community and thank you once again for your endless support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mrs V Minihane 

Principal 

 

http://www.111.nhs.uk/

