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  Monday 4th May 2020 

 

COVID-19: Updates and guidance for parents 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope you and your families are safe and well. 

 

Last Thursday, Boris Johnson announced that he will “set out a comprehensive plan” this 

week to restart the economy, reopen schools and help people travel to work following this 

Coronavirus lockdown. We are curious to hear what he will say on Thursday and as soon 

as we have any news regarding schools, we will inform our parents and school community.  

 

Shine a Light on Sunday: 

I informed you in my letter last week about our ‘Shine a Light on Sunday’ special gesture. I 

hope many of you were able to stop what you were doing at 7pm last night to light a 

candle (or an LED candle / torch on your mobile or an ordinary torch etc) as an act of 

remembrance for all those who have lost their lives during this awful pandemic. It is also 

an opportunity to think of the loved ones left to grieve and mourn the untimely loss of those 

dear to us all.  

 

If you have taken a photo of your candle/light, please email them into school and we will 

put them into a special prayer book and go through them when the children return. 

 

Essential critical childcare: 

Due to limited staff numbers across our MAC, we are continuing to care for children from 

two other MAC schools. Our ‘four team structure’ remains in place and we continue to 

have a rota of staff from other sites to care for their own pupils at St Mary’s. Our strict 

deep-cleaning schedule is crucial and all staff are working so hard to reduce any risk in 

school to both children and adults. If any key workers require childcare, we are contacting 

employers and asking for shift rotas so we can staff accordingly and also ensure children 

are only on site when it is the last resort to keep our whole school community safe. 
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Free School Meal Vouchers: 

 

For students who are eligible for free school meals the DfE have set up a system for 

schools to issue supermarket vouchers to the parents, in lieu of the meals that they would 

have received if school were open. Prior to the DfE website being set up school had used 

a company called Wonde to issue vouchers for the first two weeks of closure and the 

Easter holidays. Due to the demand on the DfE website the issue of vouchers has been a 

bit sporadic. Below is a summary of those issued via the DfE so far: 

 

Value To be emailed Voucher to cover period 

£30.00 09/04/2020 13/04/2020 - 26/04/2020 

£30.00 w/c 27/04/2020 27/04/2020 - 10/05/2020 

£30.00 PENDING w/c 11/05/2020 11/05/2020 - 24/05/2020 

 

Unlike the previous system, all voucher codes are issued by email rather than email and 

text. A number of parents have found that the emails have gone in to junk/spam folders so 

please check this if you have not received the emails.  

 

There is a limited time of 1 month to redeem the Gift Card using the E-code that you are 

sent. However, once the Gift Card is redeemed it is valid for a minimum of 12 months, 

depending which supermarket you choose, most are 24 months.  

 

Unfortunately, due to the high level of demands on the system, we have limited control 

over how quickly the codes are issued once we have submitted the requests. In the case 

of missing emails, if we submit a request for re-issue it can take several days, so to avoid 

any further delays please check junk folders thoroughly in the first instance. 

 

IMPORTANT –If you have any queries, please visit the updated FAQs at 

www.sfscmac.co.uk/fsm or email us directly at: 

stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk where we will pass on your query to our 

central IT team. The office staff at school are unable to assist with any queries so it is 

important that you follow the above line of enquiry. 

 

Home Learning: 

We’ve updated the website for this week- these can be found in the ‘Children’ tab on the 

homepage, click on ‘Classwork – Handouts’ and look for the date of ‘1 May 2020’ as these 

will be the latest resources. These activities will continue to be updated weekly. 

 

The government-backed Oak National Academy have launched a new curriculum hub to 

help children and parents with home learning. Please visit 

www.thenational.academy/online-classroom  where you will find hundreds of sequenced 

video lessons each week across a range of subjects for every year group from Reception 

to Y10. This is completely free of charge and is an excellent resource. 

 

http://www.sfscmac.co.uk/fsm
mailto:stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
http://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom
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Please be reminded to contact school if you are having difficulty accessing the work on our 

website. The school office is open every day - 8.30am to 3.00pm. 

 

Mass and Services: 

You will be able to view the parish newsletter where Fr Goodman has listed a range of 

resources/ideas to help us maintain our daily prayers and devotion. 

Please follow this link to access the live stream of Holy Mass at 9.30am every day: 

http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php 

 

May is the month of Mary: 

Traditionally, May is the month of Our Lady; we often associate this month with particular 

devotions to Mary and we always look forward to our May Procession and Rosary visits 

from a few members of our parish. Unfortunately, we will not be able to congregate 

together to celebrate Our Lady at the moment but we are able to engage in acts of 

dedication to Mary in our homes, and with our families, most notably by praying the Holy 

Rosary.  

 

A few days ago, Pope Francis issued a letter encouraging us all to pray the Rosary each 

day this May, and has added prayers for use during the current pandemic.  He is 

proposing to everyone to “rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the 

month of May”, whether individually or as a group, “making the most both opportunities”.  

He adds, “the key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to 

find good models of prayers to follow”.  

Please see the following links to help you to pray the Rosary as a family: 

http://catholicfaith.co.uk/downloads/rosaryinstruction.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zATQjuyk4Qg&autoplay=1&list=PL58g24NgWPIzvBk2I

QVES_xC4WTm6-CDI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuT7HI7ZvfA 

 

A request from Fr Goodman: 

During this month of May, if children would like to draw a picture of Our Lady, please 

scan/take a photo of them and email them to school - we will send them to Fr Goodman 

where he will display them on the parish Facebook page. We will also upload some of 

them onto our school website. 

 

Communication: 

I will continue to write to our parents weekly with any updates and guidance. If you do not 

follow us on Facebook, I strongly recommend that you consider adding us. We are 

updating our Facebook page many times throughout the day with suggestions for home 

learning, photos and videos of what we are doing in school and, most importantly, we are 

uploading photos of the amazing work our children have been doing at home. This is a 

great way to stay in touch. If you would like us to share any photos or messages on our 

Facebook page, please email them to: stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php
http://catholicfaith.co.uk/downloads/rosaryinstruction.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zATQjuyk4Qg&autoplay=1&list=PL58g24NgWPIzvBk2IQVES_xC4WTm6-CDI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zATQjuyk4Qg&autoplay=1&list=PL58g24NgWPIzvBk2IQVES_xC4WTm6-CDI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuT7HI7ZvfA
mailto:stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
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We will assume consent to upload images once you email them to school – please make 

sure you have consent from anyone else in the photos.  

 

11+ Resources: 

Usually at this time of year, some children in Y5 might be considering the possibility of 

applying for grammar schools for their secondary choice when they leave Y6. If some 

parents are considering entering their child for these tests (which do not take place in 

school – this is parents’ responsibility) the following resources might be helpful for revision: 

https://www.11plusguide.com/11-plus-papers-books/free-11-plus-papers/ 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/preparing-for-the-11-plus-with-cgp/free-11-plus-practice-

tests 

 

VE Day: 

On Friday 8th May, Britain will be commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day when the 

guns fell silent at the end of war in Europe. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, most VE 

Day events and street parties have had to be cancelled or postponed. However, we hope 

you will still want to mark the occasion so please take photos of any activities you do as a 

family and send them into school – we would love to make a display of them when we all 

return, or if you are able to, please keep work safe so you can bring them to be displayed.  

 

To share your pride in our country and honour the men and women of the Second World 

War, you can make your own special ‘VE Day 75 Great British Bunting’ to display in your 

window at home. Please see ideas below for this bunting and other VE Day activities 

(there is also a pack of VE Day activities in the class handout section on our website): 

https://www.stmaryscpa.co.uk/file-share/fab09708-22d8-45dc-bf3c-24718f813ad3 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/england/pdf/bunting_template_bbc_local_radio.pdf 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/england/pdf/how_to_make_your_great_british_bunting_step_b

y_step.pdf 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-52488104 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749 

 

Social distancing: 

As your children remain at home, it is important to remember that the closure of schools is 

not a normal holiday period, your children should not be gathering to play in each other’s 

homes or gardens and nor should they be going out to play in groups at parks etc. If you 

do need to leave your home to go shopping or collect medicines, children and adults need 

to stay a safe distance apart from each other, the guidance is to stay at least 2 metres 

apart. Good hand washing is also recommended, thorough and regularly throughout the 

day. All of these actions will help us to fight this threat together.  

 

Please remember, if you or your child falls ill and you want to know what to do next, please 

use NHS 111 online: www.111.nhs.uk 

 

https://www.11plusguide.com/11-plus-papers-books/free-11-plus-papers/
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/preparing-for-the-11-plus-with-cgp/free-11-plus-practice-tests
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/preparing-for-the-11-plus-with-cgp/free-11-plus-practice-tests
https://www.stmaryscpa.co.uk/file-share/fab09708-22d8-45dc-bf3c-24718f813ad3
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/england/pdf/bunting_template_bbc_local_radio.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/england/pdf/how_to_make_your_great_british_bunting_step_by_step.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/england/pdf/how_to_make_your_great_british_bunting_step_by_step.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-52488104
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749
http://www.111.nhs.uk/


 

 
Part of St Francis and St Clare Catholic Multi Academy, 

a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 08578428) 

If you have any concerns about the safeguarding of a child, please contact: 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) – 01902 555 392 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) Out of Hours – 01902 552 999 

 St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy (8.45am to 3.00pm) – 01902 308870 

  

Please stay safe everyone – our thoughts and prayers continue to be with our whole 

school community and thank you once again for your endless support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mrs V Minihane 

Principal 

 


