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  Monday 11th May 2020 

 

COVID-19: Updates and guidance for parents 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you and your families have had an enjoyable bank holiday weekend together 

commemorating the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. 

 

Some of our staff have shared photos below of how they commemorated VE Day at home  

– it was a very special moment being able to think about our amazing citizens who fought 

or worked for our country during the Second World War – it reminds us of how ‘Great’ 

Great Britain was 75 years ago and still continues to be during this current time of 

challenge and heartache.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to those parents who have sent photos of your VE Day activities at home – 

they are fantastic and we’ve loved seeing them! 
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Latest Boris Johnson announcement: 

Yesterday evening, Boris Johnson announced, “This is not the time to end the lockdown” 

when he addressed the nation. He stated that, “From June at the earliest”, some pupils 

could return to school in England, depending if the UK’s lockdown status is lowered by 

then. If this is a possibility, and all social-distancing rules are followed to keep the 

reproduction number of the COVID-19 virus below one, this phased re-opening of schools 

will only apply to Reception, Y1 and Y6. There is still much uncertainty regarding the re-

opening of schools and we are hoping to receive further clarity from the Department for 

Education and the Local Authority in the next few days so we can begin to look at how we 

need to respond to the measures announced. At the moment, we continue to only offer 

childcare to children of key workers and children with a social worker – we will notify you 

immediately if this changes, following further guidance from the government. 

 

Free School Meal Vouchers: 

For pupils who are eligible for Free School Meals (FSM), the Department for Education 

have set up a system for schools to issue supermarket vouchers to the parents, in lieu of 

the meals they would have received if schools were open. Due to the demand on the 

website (Edenred) the issue of vouchers has been slightly sporadic.  Parents of children 

who are entitled to Free School Meals should receive a voucher this week to cover the 

period of 11/05/2020 – 24/05/2020. 

 

A number of parents have found that the emails for the voucher have gone in to the 

junk/spam folders so please check this if you have not received the emails.  

 

There is a limited time of 1 month to redeem the gift card using the E-code that you are 

sent. However, once the gift card is redeemed, it is valid for a minimum of 12 months, 

depending which supermarket you choose, most are valid for 24 months.  

 

Unfortunately, due to the high level of demands on the system, we have limited control 

over how quickly the codes are issued once we have submitted the requests. In the case 

of missing emails, if we submit a request for re-issue, it can take several days - so to avoid 

any further delays, please check junk folders thoroughly in the first instance. 

 

IMPORTANT –If you have any queries, please visit the updated FAQs at 

www.sfscmac.co.uk/fsm or email us directly at: 

stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk where we will pass on your query to our 

central IT team. The office staff at school are unable to assist with any queries so it is 

important that you follow the above line of enquiry. 

 

Home Learning: 

We’ve updated the website for this week- these can be found in the ‘Children’ tab on the 

homepage, click on ‘Classwork – Handouts’ and look for ‘Summer 4 Week Beginning 

11.05.2020’ for the latest resources. These activities will continue to be updated weekly. 

 

http://www.sfscmac.co.uk/fsm
mailto:stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
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Please be reminded to contact school if you are having difficulty accessing the work on our 

website. The school office is open every day - 8.30am to 3.00pm. 

 

Mass and Services: 

You will be able to view the parish newsletter where Fr Goodman has listed a range of 

resources/ideas to help us maintain our daily prayers and devotion. 

Please follow this link to access the live stream of Holy Mass at 9.30am every day: 

http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php 

 

May is the month of Mary: 

Traditionally, May is the month of Our Lady; we often associate this month with particular 

devotions to Mary and we always look forward to our May Procession and Rosary visits 

from a few members of our parish. Unfortunately, we will not be able to congregate 

together to celebrate Our Lady at the moment but we are able to engage in acts of 

dedication to Mary in our homes, and with our families, most notably by praying the Holy 

Rosary.  

 

During this month of May, if children would like to draw a picture of Our Lady, please 

scan/take a photo of them and email them to school - we will send them to Fr Goodman 

where he will display them on the parish Facebook page. We will also upload some of 

them onto our school website. 

 

Communication: 

I will continue to write to our parents weekly with any updates and guidance. If you do not 

follow us on Facebook, I strongly recommend that you consider adding us. We are 

updating our Facebook page many times throughout the day with suggestions for home 

learning, photos and videos of what we are doing in school and, most importantly, we are 

uploading photos of the amazing work our children have been doing at home. This is a 

great way to stay in touch. If you would like us to share any photos or messages on our 

Facebook page, please email them to: stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

We will assume consent to upload images once you email them to school – please make 

sure you have consent from anyone else in the photos.  

 

Social distancing: 

As your children remain at home, it is important to remember that the closure of schools is 

not a normal holiday period, your children should not be gathering to play in each other’s 

homes or gardens and nor should they be going out to play in groups at parks etc. If you 

do need to leave your home to go shopping or collect medicines, children and adults need 

to stay a safe distance apart from each other, the guidance is to stay at least 2 metres 

apart. Good hand washing is also recommended, thorough and regularly throughout the 

day. All of these actions will help us to fight this threat together.  

 

Please remember, if you or your child falls ill and you want to know what to do next, please 

use NHS 111 online: www.111.nhs.uk 

http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php
mailto:stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
http://www.111.nhs.uk/


 

 
Part of St Francis and St Clare Catholic Multi Academy, 

a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (company number 08578428) 

 

If you have any concerns about the safeguarding of a child, please contact: 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) – 01902 555 392 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) Out of Hours – 01902 552 999 

 St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy (8.45am to 3.00pm) – 01902 308870 

  

Please stay safe everyone – our thoughts and prayers continue to be with our whole 

school community and thank you once again for your endless support. I will be in touch as 

soon as we have clearer guidance regarding the possible re-opening of school to some 

pupils. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mrs V Minihane 

Principal 

 


