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  Monday 27th April 2020 

 

COVID-19: Updates and guidance for parents 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope you have had a lovely week together at home and that you have been enjoying the 

beautiful weather. 

 

 

Shine a Light on Sunday: 

As we know, the world has currently lost thousands of people to 

this virus, and numbers will continue to rise. We woke yesterday 

to the news that in the United Kingdom alone, we have already 

lost over twenty thousand people. This is an unimaginable 

number of lives lost and the horror of so many families, loved 

ones and friends left devastated is saddening. This virus does 

not discriminate and people of all ages, cultures, faiths and 

status have been taken from their loved ones too soon and too 

suddenly. All of those lost were unique individuals, each with 

family and friends, who were loved and who are mourned by 

those left behind.  

 

Our Multi Academy Company would like to demonstrate solidarity with those who are 

mourning and we are encouraging everyone to stop what they are doing at 7pm each 

Sunday to light a candle (or an LED candle / torch on your mobile or an ordinary torch etc) 

as a gesture of remembrance. We would love our St Mary’s family to be involved in this 

special moment. Please take a moment in silence to remember all those who have lost 

their lives, to think of the loved ones left to grieve and mourn the untimely loss of those 

dear to them.  

 

Within the St Francis and St Clare MAC family we also turn to our faith at this time of 

darkness, searching for comfort. To all people of all faith and beliefs and to those who 

have none, we share with you the words of St Francis of Assisi that can give us all hope 
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for better times ahead: ‘All the darkness in the whole world cannot extinguish the light from 

a single candle’.  

 

We hope you will be able to take part in this special gesture at home with your loved 

ones next Sunday at 7pm. If you would like to take a photo of your candle/light next 

Sunday, please email them into school and we will put them into a special prayer book and 

go through them when the children return. 

 

Thanks: 

It continues to feel so strange starting the summer term without our St Mary’s family all 

together but we are so thankful that we are able to communicate through our Facebook 

page, our website and through our text message service. Your messages and photos of 

the wonderful activities you have been doing at home really help us all – we hope you 

have been enjoying our videos and photos too! I joined Team B in school for a few days 

last week and I loved participating in a few of their challenges. Their video was brilliant – 

celebrating the amazing work of all key workers across our country. A big thank you and 

well done to Team B, and our other teams, for taking the time to create the brilliant videos. 

I’m sure you loved them as much as I did! 

 

Essential critical childcare: 

Due to limited staff numbers across our MAC, we are continuing to care for children from 

two other MAC schools. Our ‘four team structure’ remains in place and we continue to 

have a rota of staff from other sites to care for their own pupils at St Mary’s. Our strict 

deep-cleaning schedule is crucial and all staff are working so hard to reduce any risk in 

school to both children and adults. If any key workers require childcare, we are contacting 

employers and asking for shift rotas so we can staff accordingly and also ensure children 

are only on site when it is the last resort to keep our whole school community safe. 

 

IMPORTANT CHANGE - Free School Meal Vouchers: 

From today, Monday 27th April, we will be moving to the National Free School Meal 

Voucher Scheme, provided by Edenred – and chosen by the government. Parents, whose 

children already qualify for Free School Meals will receive an ‘eCode’ via email this week. 

In the email, parents will be given instructions with how to redeem the eCode.  

IMPORTANT – Please allow up to four days to receive your eCode. If you have any 

queries, please visit the updated FAQs: www.sfscmac.co.uk/fsm or email us directly at: 

stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk where we will pass on your query to our 

central finance team, who are dealing with Free School Meals. 

If you have not provided us with an email address or if you haven’t notified us of your new 

email address, please email school on the above address as soon as possible so we can 

update it on our system. 
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Home Learning: 

We’ve updated the website for this week- these can be found in the ‘Children’ tab on the 

homepage, click on ‘Classwork – Handouts’ and look for the date of ‘24 April 2020’ as 

these will be the latest resources. These activities will continue to be updated weekly. 

 

Last Monday, the BBC launched its new BBC Bitesize ‘Daily Lessons’ resource - you'll find 

daily lessons for home schooling in Maths and English for every year group, as well as 

regular lessons in Science, History, Geography and more. This is an amazing resource – I 

have been using these with my own son! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 

 

All parents of children in Y1 to Y6 should have received a text message last week with an 

‘Oxford Owl’ class log-in. https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/ Please see the class log-ins below: 

Year 1  
username: yr1stmary    password:best 
Year 2  
username: yr2stmary    password:amazing 
Year 3  
username: yr3stmary    password:wonderful 
Year 4 
username: yr4stmary    password:fabulous 
Year 5 and 6   
username: yr56stmary    password:brilliant 
 

Once you have logged into the ‘Class log in’ you can choose a range of ebooks, including 

phonics ebooks, which have a range of activities. You can also work through spelling 

activities in the class page. 

 

Mass and Services: 

You will also be able to view the parish newsletter where Fr has listed a range of 

resources/ideas to help us maintain our daily prayers and devotion. 

Please follow this link to access the live stream: 

http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php 

 

Ten:Ten are a published on-line resource provider endorsed for use in our Catholic 

Schools by the Bishop’s Conference and Archdiocese of Birmingham. You can access the 

free resources available by following the links below: 

Sunday liturgies: 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/sunday-liturgy-for-families 

Daily prayers for home: 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/daily-prayers-for-home 

15 Prayers during school closure: 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/15-prayers/ 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://ourladyofperpetualsuccour.com/times.php
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/sunday-liturgy-for-families
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/daily-prayers-for-home
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/15-prayers/
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We are also very happy to share the following link which gives you access to ‘One Life 

Music’: They are also endorsed and supported by the Archdiocese of Birmingham and are 

very uplifting to all who join in! The children will recognise many of the hymns – the daily 

songs are free for all to view and join in: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6nKkS4GwKs&feature=youtu.be 

 

The Birmingham Diocesan Education Service have also updated their website and have 

dedicated a page to ‘Prayer and Learning Resources for Home and School’. You can view 

this useful resource here: 

https://www.bdes.org.uk/resources-for-prayer-and-learning.html 

 

 

Communication: 

I will continue to write to our parents weekly with any updates and guidance. If you do not 

follow us on Facebook (@stmaryscpa), I strongly recommend that you consider adding us. 

We are updating our Facebook page many times throughout the day with suggestions for 

home learning, photos and videos of what we are doing in school and, most importantly, 

we are uploading photos of the amazing work our children have been doing at home. This 

is a great way to stay in touch. If you would like us to share any photos or messages on 

our Facebook page, please email them to: stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

We will assume consent to upload images once you email them to school – please make 

sure you have consent from anyone else in the photos.  

 

Social distancing: 

As your children remain at home, it is important to remember that the closure of schools is 

not a normal holiday period, your children should not be gathering to play in each other’s 

homes or gardens and nor should they be going out to play in groups at parks etc. If you 

do need to leave your home to go shopping or collect medicines, children and adults need 

to stay a safe distance apart from each other, the guidance is to stay at least 2 metres 

apart. Good hand washing is also recommended, thorough and regularly throughout the 

day. All of these actions will help us to fight this threat together.  

 

Please remember, if you or your child falls ill and you want to know what to do next, please 

use NHS 111 online: www.111.nhs.uk 

 

If you have any concerns about the safeguarding of a child, please contact: 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) – 01902 555 392 

 MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) Out of Hours – 01902 552 999 

 St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy (8.45am to 3.00pm) – 01902 308870 

  

Please stay safe everyone – our thoughts and prayers continue to be with our whole 

school community and thank you once again for your endless support. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6nKkS4GwKs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.bdes.org.uk/resources-for-prayer-and-learning.html
mailto:stmarysprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk
http://www.111.nhs.uk/
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Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mrs V Minihane 

Principal 

 


